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TO 

I Churchwardens, 

Parishioners, 
and 

Parishioners, 



^Op St. Mart 
Aldermary; 



l Of St. Thomas 
the Apostle : 



Mr. THOMAS BOWLEY, 
Mr. JOHN EDWARDS, 
Mr. WILLIAM CARLILE, 
Mr. EDWARD HENMAN, 
Mr. MOSES EDWARD LEGG, 

Mr. JOHN LINDOP, 
Mr. WILLIAM BUTLER, 
Mr. WILLIAM TEW, 
Mr. ISAAC JOLLIFFE, 
Mr. THOMAS COURTNEY, 

THE COMMITTEE 

appointed by 
THE RESPECTIVE VESTRIES OF *HE UNITED PARISHES 

To Conduct the Repairs of the North Watt of the Parish Church, 

ARE, 
IN TESTIMONY OF 

THE DISINTERESTEDNESS, IMPARTIALITY, AND ATTENTION, 
which thbt hay* hitherto displayed 
In carrying into Effect *hb Instructions of thbir Constituents, 
RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 



BY 



Norfolk Street, 
31 Dec. 1839. 



THE AUTHOR. 
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BRIEF NOTICES, 



1 he Commissioners of Sewers for the city of London, acting under 
the statute of 57 Geo. 3, cap. 29, commonly called ' The Metropolis 
Paving Act/ having recently widened Watling Street, between Queen 
Street and Bow Lane, by laying into the highway a plot of ground, 
whereon formerly stood five houses, numbered from 83 to 37, both 
inclusive, (see Plate 1, No. 2,) being a considerable portion of the 
glebe land on the North side of the church of St. Mary Alcjermary, one 
of Sir Christopher Wren's most beautiful erections, it may not be 
uninteresting, at this conjuncture, when the attention of the neigh- 
bourhood, and of the city in general, is drawn to the improvement 
which has taken place, to bring together, from various printed 
authorities, the records of the parish, and documents in the 
Rector's possession, a few brief notices of the Fabric and Glebe: 
should a second edition of these pages be called for, it may possibly 
be in his power to render them, by a further Selection from his MS. 
Collections, more worthy the acceptance of his Antiquarian Friends, 
but it seemed desirable to send them to the press without loss of 
time, though somewhat too hastily, before the North Wall (see 
Plate 1, No. 1,) is hidden from observation by the new facing. (See 
Plate 2.) 

This Church is known by the adjunct Aldermary, or Oldermary, 
to be the oldest church in London called by the name of St. Mary, 
and therefore originally of a very ancient foundation, prior even to 
St. Mary le Bow, which was a church in the days of William the 
Conqueror*, (flattoris New View of London, 8vo. Lond. 1708, 
p. 364.) 

* " The fact that this latter church was formerly called New Mary Church 
is confirmatory of the statement." — Godwin and Brittoris Churches of London, 
8vo. Lond. 1839, p. 3. 

At the same time, it would be uncandid to suppress the following MS. note, 
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Richard Chawcer, vintner, gave to this Church his tenement and 
tavern with the appurtenances, in the Royal Street, the corner of 
Kerion Lane, and was there buried in 1348*. (Strypes Stow, fol. 
Lond. 1720, B. iii. p. 18.) 

Roger de Balton, by will, in the 35th year of Edward the Third, 
(1361,) gave a house, in Cordwainer's Street, in the parish of Alder- 
mary, for the repairs and upholding of this Church and the Orna- 
ments within it, according to the disposition of the Parishioners and 
Rector of the same Church f. 

which occurs in one of the copies of Hatton's View, in the British Museum : — 
' It is dedicated to the Companion of Mary Magdalene, whom St. Matthew 
calls, The other Mary. She was mother of James and Joses, ch. xxvii. vers. 
53 and 61, id est, Sancta Maria altera Maria.' But the conjecture appears to 
be very far-fetched ; and among the many deeds written in the Latin language, 
which have at different times come under the Rector's notice, he has not met 
with one that affords it any support. 

* The Rector has among his papers some illustrations bearing on the 
history of this benefactor and his gift, but he cannot immediately lay his hand 
on them. 

t De Balton's will is enrolled in the Court of Hustings, Ro. No. 32, 35th 
Edw. 3. An imperfect abstract of it is given in a roll preserved in the 
Exchequer, containing a record of lands, &c, given by deeds or left by wills, 
in mortmain, for religious uses in the City of London, from 7th Edw. 1 . to 
38th Edw. 8. 

This property having, as was alleged, become blended with some belong- 
ing to the Drapers' Company, they brought an action of ejectment against the 
Rector and Churchwardens of the parish, and succeeded in recovering the 
portion in dispute. It was the Rector's impression at the time, that the action 
was not well defended ; and it was, at a Vestry held on the 1 6th of March, 
1819, for the purpose of receiving a report of the proceedings, that the 
occurrence took place stated in Barnewall and Alderson's Reports, vol. iii. 
p. 241, and still more circumstantially related in Dr. Jos. Phillimore's Reports of 
Cases in the Ecclesiastical Courts, (vol. iii. p. 67,) which led to the decision in 
the Court of Peculiars respecting the right of Rectors to preside at Vestries, so 
frequently cited as the case of Wilson v. M'Math. The suit was instituted in 
the Court of Peculiars of the Deanery of the Arches, because the parish of St. 
Mary Aldermary is one of the peculiars belonging to the Archiepiscopal See 
of Canterbury. 

' The house which is understood in the parish to have been derived from this 
devise, is a house marked No. 13 in Bow Lane, which street appears to have 
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The Fabric immediately before the present was founded by Sir 
Henry Keeble, Grocer, Mayor in the .year 1510. He died in 1518, 
and was buried here in a vault on the North side of the Quire, hav- 
ing bequeathed £1000 to finish the Church with a steeple, which 
however was not accomplished for upwards of a century. This noble 
benefactor, says Stow, seemed to have no monument set over his 
body for divers years, till the year 1534 or 1535, when William 
Blount Lord Mountjoy, who married Alice, the said Keeble's 
daughter, by his last will, dated Oct 1534, ordered a stone to be laid 
over him, upon this consideration, that there was no stone upon him, 
and for that he had been a special benefactor to the building of Alder- 
mary Church, to the value of .£2000 and above, which was a great 
sum of money in those days. And afterwards, as the same historian 
informs us, his bones were unkindly cast out, and his monument pulled 
down, to make room for those of Sir William Laxton, grocer, Mayor, 
who dying in 1556, was buried in the vault prepared by Keeble for 
himself. But though he was not permitted a resting place for his 
bones in the building he had so munificently contributed to erect, 

formerly borne the name of Cordwainer's Street. This house is now [1 820] held 
by James Brown, under a lease for twenty- one years from Lady Day, 1 820, at 
£45 per annum. The rents of this house were, for a considerable number of 
years, applied in aid of the poor rates. But, at a Vestry held on the 26th 
April, 1820, the following Resolutions were made : Resolved, unanimously — 
That in the lease covenanted to be granted to Mr. Brown, of the house, 
No. 13, Bow Lane, the rent shall be reserved to be paid to the lessors, to be 
by them appropriated to the uses and upon the trusts, and for the intents and 
purposes mentioned and set forth in the will of Roger de Balton, the original 
donor, and the decree of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer in the cause for 
the recovery of the property to the Parish in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. — 
Resolved, that the foregoing resolution be communicated by the Rector, 
Churchwardens, and Vestry Clerk, to the Commissioners acting under the 
Acts of the 58th and 59th of the late King, cap. 91 and 81 ; accompanied 
with a request, that they will condescend to point out and interpret the proper 
construction of the will of the donor, and the particular application to which 
the bequest was intended. And in consequence of these resolutions, which 
were communicated to the Commissioners, it is expected there will be a separate 
account of this charity opened, and its produce applied to the particular pur- 
poses intended by the donor, as nearly as they can be accomplished.' 
Further Report of the Commissioners for inquiring concerning Charities , No. vi. 
pp. 202, 203. 
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his epitaph long remained on the outside of the folding tables*, which 
hung in the upper end of the chancel : 



Here is fixt the Epitaph of 

6' Henry Kebyl, Knight, 
Who was sometime of London Maior, 

a famous worthy wight, 
Which did this Aldermary Church 

erect and set upright. 
Though Death prevail with mortal Wights, 

and hasten every day, 
Yet Virtue overlives the Grave, 

her Fame doth not decay. 
As Memories doe shew reviv'd, 

of one that was alive, 
Who being dead, of virtuous fame 

none should seek to deprive. 
Which so in Life deserv'd renowne, 

for facts of his to see, 
That may encourage other now, 

of like good mind to be. 
Sir Henry Keble, Knight, Lord Maior 

of London here he sate, 
Of Grocers worthy Company, 

the chiefest in his State, 
Which in this City grew to Wealth, 

and unto Worship came, 
When Henry reign' d who was the seventh 

of that redoubted name: 
But he to Honour did atchieve 

the second golden yeere 
Of Henrie's reign, so called the eighth, 

and made his Fact appear. 
When he this Aldermary Church 

'gan build with great Expence, 
Twice thirty yeeres agon, no doubt, 

counting the time from hence: 
Which work began the yeere of Christ, 

well knowne of Christen men, 
One thousand and five Hundred just, 

if ye will add but ten. 



But, lo, when man purposeth most, 

God doth dispose the best, 
And so before this work was done 

God cail'd this Knight to rest. 
This Church as then not fully built, 

he dyed about the yeere, 
When ill May Day first took his name 

which is down fixed here. 1516. 

Whose Works became a Sepulcher, 

to shrowd him in that case: 
God took his Soule, but corps of his 

was laid about this Place. 
Who when he dyed, of this his worke 

so mindful still he was, 
That he bequeathed one thousand pounds 

to have it brought to passe. 
The Execution of whose Gift, 

or where the Fault should be, 
The work as yet unfinished 

shall shew You all for me. 
Which Church stands there, if any please 

to finish up the same, 
As he hath well begun, no doubt, 

and to bis endless Fame; 
They shall not only well bestow 

their Talent in this Life, 
But after death, when bones be rot, 

their Fame shall be most rife: 
With thankful Praise and good Report 

of our Parochians here, 
Which have of right S? Henrie's Fame 

afresh renew' d this yeare. 
God move the minds of wealthy men, 

their Works so to bestow 
As he hath done, that though they dye, 

their vertuous fame may flow. 
Inclyta perpetuo durabit Tempore Virtus, 
Et floret Fato non violanda truci. 

Slrype'* Stow, B. iii. p. 19. 



* Tables of benefactors were antiently placed, not only in parish churches, 
but in college chapels. Chandler, in his Life of William Waynflete, p. 262, 
informs us, that vellum tablets were placed over the altars in Magdalen 
Chapel, in which the names of benefactors were inserted. It is remarkable 
that there is no table of benefactors in the present church of St. Mary 
Aldermary. In 1827, the Churchwardens very commendably printed a list 
of them, of which a copy is framed, and hung up in the vestry ; but it was 
unavoidably very limited in the information it conveyed. The account fur- 
nished by the Commissioners' Report on Parochial Charities, above referred to, 
does, however, in a great degree, supply the defect. 
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Thomas Hind, Mercer, gave ten fodder of lead to the covering of 
the middle aisle about the year 1 528. (Strype's Stow, ibid.) 

The East window was made or glazed by Charles Blount, Lord 
Mountjoy, as appeared by his arms in it He was buried in this 

Church, about the year 1545, having this epitaph made by himself: 

Willingly have I fought: Discharged I am of that I ought 

and willingly have I found to my Country by honest wound, 

The fatal End that brought My Soul departed Christ hath bought : 

thither, as Duty bound: the End of Man is Ground. 

Strype's Stow. B. iii. p. 19. 

The oldest Account Book of the Parish commences in 1597. Be- 
tween that date and 1631, we find — in 1610, * p d to the glazier for 
new ledging of 20 f *. of old glass in the great East Chancel window/ 
&c. ; in 1612—' p d for mending the pews and the Chancel door;' and 
in other years, other items, which shew that the incidental charges 
of repairing and fitting up the Chancel were carried to the account 
of the parishioners.* 

In 1605, Jasper Lambert gave £5 to remain in stock till there 
might be some other well disposed persons, or otherwise, that the 
Church-stock may be sufficient to re-edify and repair the steeple and 
battlements. And in 1625 Thomas Rowe bequeathed £5 towards 
the repairs of the Church. 

Mr. William Rodway, born and buried in this parish, at the time 
of his death (which occurred in the year of our Lord 1626) gave 
towards the rebuilding of the steeple of this church, then greatly 
decayed and perished, the sum of £300. In the same year died in 
this parish one Mr. Richard Pierson, who towards the better and 
more beautiful building of this steeple gave 200 marks, with this con- 
dition, that the steeple thus to be built should follow its ancient pat- 
tern, and go forward and be finished, according to the foundation of 
it, laid 120 years before by the founder of this church, Sir Henry 
Keeble, which within three years after was so finished, the cost of it 
amounting to £1000, all which, except the gifts of those two worthy 
benefactors, was raised by the parish. (Strype's Stow, B. iii. p. 18.) 

In or about the year 1629, it was ordered by Vestry that £50 of 
Kemp's loan money, and £40 the amount of a legacy given by Mrs. 

* The above, and many other extracts from the Parish books, were taken 
some years ago, when an attempt was made to throw the repairs of the 
Chancel, contrary to the well known custom of London, upon the incumbent. 
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Pifowen or Soen, to be expended in coals for the poor of the parish, 
should be appropriated to the repairs of the steeple. (Church- 
warden* 9 accounts.) 

This Church was repaired, and richly and very worthily beautified 
at the cost and charge of the parish, in the year of our Lord 1632 9 
John Edwards, Thomas Archer, Churchwardens. (Strype's Stow, 
B. iii. p. 18.) 

' The Church being destroyed by the general fire of London, was 
rebuilt far better than formerly.' At least so says Strype, in his 
continuation of Stow. And to this Church and Parish, St. Thomas 
Apostle's, not rebuilt, is united. The Church was restored 
and set up for the Worship of God by one man's noble gift of £5000, 
namely Henry Rogers, Esq. Great Grandson of S r . Edw d . Rogers 
Knt. Confessor and exile for the Protestant Religion under Queen 
Mary the 1 st . and a Privy Councillor to Queen Elizabeth*. A 
grateful remembrance of which gift, remains engraven over the 
West door, in these words, 

JEdes hsec Deo O. M. jam olim Sacra, 

Quae communi urbis Incendio, in Cineres redacta, 

Impensis un& manu sed larga et sanctissim& prodig&, 

Integris quinque Librarum millibus, 

Surrexit denuo multo magnificentior. 

Tam piam Beneficentiam HENRICO ROGERS Armigero, 

EDWARDI ROGERS de Canington Militis, 

Et sub MarianA persecutione Christi militantis, 

Pronepoti, et Pietatis etiam Hseredi, 
Honest^ hac et ingenufi. Fronte, palam fatetur. 
Anno Domini MDCLXXXI. 
Memoria justi in Benedictione. 

Strype' s Stow, B. iii. p. 24. 

* He was made a Knight of the Carpet at the Coronation of Edward VI. ; 
sequestered to his house, and afterwards an exile for religion in the time of 
Queen Mary; but on the accession of Elizabeth to the Throne, appointed 
Captain of her Guard and a Privy Councillor, Comptroller of the Household, 
and one of those chosen by the House of Commons to confer with the Lords 
about the succession and the Queen's marriage. These and other particulars 
concerning him are noticed in the ' Historical and Biographical Works of John 
Strype, M.A.' The Oxford edition of these excellent productions, printed in 
8vo. at the Clarendon Press, between 1812 and 1 824, has a very useful General 
Index, the want of which was much lamented by readers of the original edition. 
The Index was not published till 1828. 
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Hatton says' that this gentleman left the said sum for rebuilding a 
church, and that his executrix, Mrs. Rogers, was prevailed upon to 
apply it to this particular one; which was the greater favour to the 
parish, as the donation was given before the publick fund was settled 
by Parliament on Coals, for rebuilding Churches damaged and de- 
molished by the Fire.' {Hatton p. 365.) 

Since Hatton's time the following particulars have been brought 
to light. Mr. Rogers made his will about the month of May, 1672, 
and not long after died, having made a codicil to his will, by which 
he directed, that all such monies as were left in his closet, or any 
other room in his house, at Cannington, where he usually lived, 
at his last coming there, should be distributed in such man- 
ner, by his niece Ann Rogers, as he had declared to her, and 
whom thereby he desired to undertake the care and discharge of 
it. The money so found amounted to the sum of £7500, of which 
Ann Rogers declared her Uncle's intention to be, that five thou- 
sand pounds should be laid out in the rebuilding of a church in 
London, and the residue for the benefit of the poor. The said sum 
of £5000 was subsequently paid in to the Chamber of London, 
and thence paid out as she appointed for the rebuilding of the 
Parish Church of St. Mary Aldermary, and the residue was laid 
out in the purchase of lands for the maintenance of ten poor aged 
people in the manors of Withall Stert, and Salty, and ten other 
poor people within the manors of Porlock and Burnham in the county 
of Somerset, for ever. Ann Rogers died in April, 1683. The 
above particulars, which appear in an Inquisition taken at Bridgwa- 
ter, on the 3 1st of October, 1685, are the more interesting, as, with 
the exception of a few trifling entries in the Churchwardens' Ac- 
counts*, there is no trace of this important benefaction in any of the 
muniments of the parish. There is an abstract of the Inquisition in 
the Commissioners' Report on the Charities in the Parish of Can- 
nington, XV. p. 352. It is gratifying to learn that the estate pur- 
chased as above affords relief to double the original number of 
poor people within the specified manors. 

The following inscription appears within the Church: — 
This Church was pew'd and wainscoted 
At the charge of both parishes namely 

* Such as the following: — 'June 9, 1681, spent with Dr. Hatfield and 
some of both parishes, when we waited on Madam Rogers, £0 : 9s . : 6d,' 
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St. Mary Aldermary and St Thomas the Apostle *, 

And also ojiened in the year of our Lord God 

1682. 

Ralph Smith 

Nicholas Gilbert ( 

t c? •*.!- > Churchwardens. 

James Smith 

Jonathan Crew 

None of the monuments and inscriptions in the old Church sur- 
vived the great fire. 

It has been erroneously stated that 'The steeple was about the year 
1701 built at the publick charge with money arising by the coal 
duty/ But Newcourt, who wrote his Repertorium in the year 1704* 
and must have known the fact, has these remarkable words — * which 
steeple, notwithstanding the Church was burnt in the late dreadful 
fire, is still standing firm and good/ 

The Church was beautified, mostly paved, and a curious rault 
made, in the year 1705. {Hat ton, p. 365.) In the account for this 
year, there are ' charges for work done in and about the Church/ 
without any mention, per contra, of payments from the Rector, 



* The parish of St. Mary Aldermary are not now in possession of any 
minute-book before the date of 1 732. Among the minutes of vestry of St. 
Thomas the Apostle occur the following entries : — 

' 7th July, 1681. At a vestry, &c. Whereas the parish of St. Mary 
Aldermary have expended (as they give out) £4 : 19*.: 6d. as a present to 
the lady who hath hitherto been at the charge of rebuilding the parish Church 
of the said parish of St. Mary Aldermary, and have demanded that this parish 
should be at the sole expense and reimbursement of the said £4 : 19*. : 6d. it 
was also agreed that this parish will be concerned to pay their proportion of 
the said sum, conform to the articles before in this book inserted upon all 
other parochial charges, [ft then goes on to give order about a joint com- 
mittee concerning pewing the Church.] 

' 29th August, 1681. It was agreed, &c., to claim and receive so much of 
the money due from the Chamber of London to this parish as shall fully 
extend to satisfy the contract they are hereby empowered to make [namely, the 
groundwork of the pewing]. 

' 1st November, 1681. It was unanimously agreed, nem. con., that we 
should not raise any money [towards pewing the Church] until we are folly 
satisfied how far the surplusage of the Lady's Charity will extend to/ 
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1'he state of this Church in 1708 was thus described — ' As to the 
order and nature of the building of this Church, the walls are stone, 
roof*flattish, covered with lead; and the pillars that support it, 
as also the tower and windows, are of the modern Gothic order *. 
The floor of the chancel is one step higher than that of the nave of 
the church f. It is handsomely adorned and finished, the roof with 
circles, Gothical arches and branches of crocket work and fretwork; 
the grand arches with the arms of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and of the last founder, which latter are likewise on a hatchment on 
the South side of the Church J and in the glass of the East window. 
There are also cherubim, palm branches, &c. all done in fretwork ; 
and over the North aisle are two small cupolas. It is well pewed 
with oak, and wainscotted about ten feet high. The pulpit is of the 
like timber, carved and enriched with cherubim, fruit, &c. The 

* Modern ' Gothic Order* This is a term too often and most erroneously 
applied to the Architectare of the Middle Ages and subsequent imitations : 
there are, strictly speaking, only three original orders of architecture, as 
practised by the Greeks, viz,, the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian ; and two were 
added by the Romans, viz., the Tuscan, which nearly resembles the Doric, but 
is heavier in its proportions, and the Composite, whicK is an engrafting of the 
Ionic on the Corinthian. The Gothic Style, (comprehending the five periods, 
viz., the Norman, Early Pointed, Florid, Perpendicular, and Cinque Cento), is 
the term which ought to be applied to it, in contradistinction to the Classical 
Style, which comprehends the five orders. St. Mary Aldermary is designed 
in imitation of the Perpendicular Period of Gothic Architecture; but at the 
time Sir Christopher Wren practised, Gothic Architecture had fallen into 
disrepute, simply because its principles were not understood ; consequently 
none took the trouble to delineate and admeasure its details, and not until 
the last century, when the revival of taste called forth the labours of Carter, 
Britton, Pugin, Rickman, and others, who have furnished the architect with 
the means of design in this justly admired style of building, has it been duly 
appreciated. T. L. W. 

t This step, proving inconvenient to aged persons, in their approach to the 
altar, has been removed many years. 

J This hatchment, which hung over the founder's pew, (now numbered 
47,) on the door of which are carved the armorial bearings of the Rogers' 
family, being too much decayed to be replaced, after the repair of 1823, the 
rector has given a provisional permission for the hatchment, which, during 
the public mourning for his late Majesty, William the Fourth, was fixed on 
the front of the pulpit, to occupy the vacant space. 
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altar-piece is adorned with four columns, their entablature, and com- 
pass pediment, of the Corinthian order; in the middle of the pedi- 
ment are the Queens Arms carved, gilt, and painted. The inter-co- 
lumns * are the Commandments in gold on black, and the Paternoster 
and Creed in black letters on gold. Over the Decalogue is a glory 
between two cherubim, with other enrichments of cartouches, &c. 
gilt, for the most part, with gold. The communion table is a marble 
slab on a carved frame, resting on a footpace of that stone, black and 
white, inclosed with rail and banister. There are also three inner 
wainscot door cases, that at the West end is adorned with two fluted 
pilasters, their architrave, friese, cornice and pediment, of the Co- 
rinthian order, enriched with leaves, fruit, &c, and those on the 
North and South sides are plain. The dimensions of the Church 
are, length 100 feet, breadth 63, altitude about 45, and that of the 
tower to the vertex of the pinnacles near 135 feet, wherein is one 
bell. Here is no organ +.' (Hatton, pp. 365-367.) 

Later historians have abandoned this homely style of mere descrip- 
tion, and have indulged their readers with architectural criticisms, 
which, however, in some instances, are somewhat disgraced by a 
tone of sarcasm and ill-nature. Under the influence of this temper, 
was the state of this Church in 1803 thus described — ' It is an 
unaccountable circumstance that Sir Christopher Wren, in drawing 
the plan of this Church, should have been so inattentive to the general 
effect as to make the sacrarium plain enough for a Quaker's meeting, 
and instead of forming three sides of a square, to have permitted the 
East end to diverge to the North East J. This ridiculous oversight is 
partially corrected by the position of the altar piece, of Grecian 
Architecture, while the remainder of the Church is an imitation of 

* ' Intercolumns.' Intercolumniations. (It would be better understood by 
reading it thus : in the intercolumniations are the Commandments, &c.) 

t Nor was there any till the year 1781, when a subscription led to an 
arrangement with an eminent organ builder ; in consequence of which* the 
present noble instrument was erected. 

X The advantage, probably, was this. If the Chancel had not been ex- 
tended so far Eastwards on the North side, the East end of the Glebe would 
have formed an awkward and invidious projection on the passage, whereas by 
continuing the East end of the Church and Glebe in one unbroken line, they 
afforded, if I may so speak, mutual protection to each other, and prevented 
the Glebe, so materially curtailed on its Northern side, from being similarly 
diminished at its Eastern end. 
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the pointed style of Sir Reginald Bray *. The walls of the sacrarium 
are absolute blanks, except that the Eastern side contains a large 
window, divided into ten cinquefoil arches, by four perpendicular 
and one horizontal mullion; and the great arch filled by a rose with 
two trefoils and the same number of cinquefoils. The altarpiece has 
a basement with pairs of Composite f pillars, supporting a circular 
pediment. The centre contains the Decalogue, cherubim, and flow- 
ers; and two pannels, without the pillars, the Lord's Prayer and 
Creed. The surface is painted in imitation of porphyry, with golden 
ornaments, except the pillars, which are lapis lazuli. A pannel di- 
rectly over the altar (oddly enough placed) informs us, in golden let- 
ters, that — ' This frontispiece, with the rails and frame of the com- 
munion table, was the gift of Dame Jane Smith, relict of John Smith, 
Knt. and alderman of this city, who lies interred near this place." 
Tlie table is of marble, and inscribed — ' Edwardus Watts, Merc. 
Lond.' As if Sir Christopher Wren had determined to make his 
errors eminently conspicuous, he has lavished the most elaborate 
ornaments on the ceiling of the sacrarium, which has twelve pannels in 
width on the North, and but nine on the South sides. The centre is 
an oval of foliage, rising into a dome, formed by eighteen quatrefoils, 
inclosing blank shields. A second oval contains a lozenge, with qua- 
trefoils, roses, and trefoils, filling the angles of the lozenge and oval. 
In this is a radiated circle of trefoil pannels; Eastward of the great 
division an oval and four lozenges; and round the great oval quatre 
and trefoils. The arch or cove on each side contains four rows of 
trefoil pannels, and blank shields in their centres. The Church is 
divided into a body and two aisles by ten pillars, each composed of (our 
slender columns with plain capitals, and arches very nearly resem- 
bling semi-circles; above them a moulding or string; and in the 
angles of the arches, the arms of the see of Canterbury and those of 
Henry Rogers, Esq. many times repeated. Each of those have che- 
rubim on the shields, and the sides are ornamented with cornucopias, 
flowers, palm, and scrolls. Three small pillars ascend from the 
great columns, between which are clerestory windows of two mullions 
and trefoil arches. The pillars just mentioned support semi-circles, 

* ' Grecian Architecture.' This altar-piece is not of Grecian, but of Roman, 
or, more properly speaking, of Italian Composition. T. L. W. 
f ' Composite pillars.' They are Corinthian. 
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spreading towards the centre of the roof, and are ornamented with 
unequal-sized radiated trefoil pannek. A rib crosses the ceiling 
from every pillar; and the division formed by that and the extreme 
outline of the semi-circle is filled by a circle of three or four feet in 
depth, divided into squares, and those into lozenges, with quatrefoils 
in the centre. The horizontal part of these circles contains a. centre 
flower, from which escalloped. pannels diverge. The ceilings of the 
aisles are constructed- nearly upon the same principle, and orna- 
mented in the same way, except that the circles swell into little 
domes: two of which, on the North side, are glazed, for the purpose 
of lighting the aisle, as it has only painted windows*. The West end 
of the Church has a window like the East, but this, and thirteen 
paces of the length, are separated, by a preposterous gallery, from 
the choir, which contains a very large organ, ornamented in the 
pointed style, erected 1781 f; and which would be handsome, were 
the necessary minutiae of foliage, &c. added. The pulpit and the 
desk, against the first North pillar from the altar, are covered with 
cherubim and carved flowers. The font, in the South West corner, 
stands on an antique pedestal, inscribed, under the bason — ' Dutton 
Seaman, generos.' natus in hac Parochia Anno Salut. 1627, ac in 
ejusdem Ecclesia renatus, hoc Baptisterion, Nov. 1682, lubens dedit/ 
The pavement of St. Mary's being a mixture of coarse and grey 
marble, inclines me to think it part of that of some monastic building, 
or of the old Church J. (Malcolm. Vol. iu pp. 332, 333.) 

* These paintings, being thought in bad taste, were obliterated daring the 
repair of 1823, and the blanks coloured like the rest of the wall. 

t See notef above, p. 10. 

X * Malcolm.' As a qualification of Malcolm's strictures on this Church, it 
may be as well to observe, that Sir Christopher Wren's total ignorance of 
the principles of design in Gothic Architecture is to be less deplored in the 
rebuilding of this Church than in many other of his similar productions; and it 
is to be accounted for by his having been content to copy, as far as the remains 
would permit, the details of the demolished Church. When left to his own 
resources, we find that his enrichments partake almost entirely of the florid 
Italian composition, which never can be made to harmonize with Gothic 
Forms ; as may be seen in the styles prevalent in the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James I., when the Cinque Cento, or Composite Style, if it may be so called, 
was practised, which was a mixture of Gothic and Italian composition, par- 
ticularly in ornament. T. JL/W. See * Remarks on Gothic Architecture, 
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During some repairs in the year 1823, it was discovered by Alfred 
Ainger, Esq., who had the superintendance of the works, ' that 
nearly all the timbers of the roofs or flats over the aisles had be- 
come infected with the dry-rot, some of them so much decayed by it 
as to have lost all bearing on the walls, and to have suffered a partial 
decomposition through their whole length. Their removal would 
have involved the destruction of a highly enriched, groined, and pan- 
nelled ceiling, whose restoration would have cott probably five 
thousand pounds, and the ribs and cradling of which (themselves in 
some parts almost perished,) were immediately suspended from the 
decayed and decaying beams. 

' To secure these beams, therefore, not merely without removal, but 
with as little cutting and violence as possible, became an object of 
considerable importance. To have bolted pieces of timber to their 
sides, as is commonly practised, would have been altogether useless, 
for, by that plan, the weight is made to rest on a bearing equal only 
to the size of the bolts, which would have cut through or crushed 
the fibreless and disintegrated matter to which the ends of the 
beams had become reduced. Independently of which, it is evident 
that the support afforded by one piece of timber bolted to the side 
of another depends on the resistance offered by each of them to 
opening or splitting in a line with one or more of the bolts which 
pie'rce them, and that they have to oppose the mere cohesion of 
their fibres to the operation of a powerful leverage ; that cohesion is 
in the first instance uncertain and inadequate, and it becomes every 
day more so by the progress of the disease in the old timber, and by 
its inevitable communication to the new. 

. * The use of wood, therefore, was rejected, and the application of 
iron determined on. The number of beams in the condition des- 
cribed was fifteen, making of course thirty ends which required 
securing. Economy dictated the use of cast iron in a case where so 
many similar parts would be wanted, and it only remained to dispose 
the metal in such a form as should make the smallest possible 
quantity produce the required effect, and should at the same time 
afford the greatest facilities in fixing. The form described in the 
models and drawings seems obviously to answer these conditions: it 
was adopted, and the plan carried successfully inta execution with a 

and on Modern Imitations/ prefixed to ' Pugin's Specimens of Gothic Archi- 
. tecture/ 2 vols., and 4 Pugin*s Examples of Gothic Architecture/ vols. 1 and 2 
by E. J. Willson, Architect. 
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degree of rapidity and eaae, which/ says Mr. Ainger, ' was in some 
measure surprising even to myself, and without the slightest injury 
to the ceiling **. 

The last description of this Church with which the public have 
been favoured, is that by Godwin and Britton in their history of the 
Churches of London, recently published, accompanied by two en- 
gravings, one representing the Interior of the Edifice and the other 
the West End, with the fine Tower which adjoins the Church at the 
South West angle, 

' The Church, 9 say they, ' which is supposed to be a copy 
of the old building f, consists of a Nave with two Aisles and 
a Chancel J. The Aisles are separated from the Nave by clustered 
columns bearing very flat arches slightly pointed; so slightly in- 
deed as to appear, at first right, to be segments of a circle* From 
a string-course over the arches, smaller shafts proceed up the 
face of the Clerestory above, and from these springs elaborate fan 
groining forming the ceiling. In the centre of the ceiling are large 
circular panels deeply indented, containing an ornamental flower in 
the middle of each, the whole quite distinct in character from that 
which the building is intended to bear. This is also the case with 
the mouldings of the columns and arches, and even more especially so 
with the foliage and shields (containing the Arms of Mr. Rogers 
and of the Archbishop of Canterbury,) which ornament the span- 

* A communication to this effect was made by Mr. Ainger to A. Aikin, Esq., 
Secretary to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, &c, accompanied 
with models of his Cast-iron Trusses or Cradles, adapted to the support 
and preservation of partially decayed and sunken beams, girders, or other large 
timbers ; and so pleased were the Society with his invention, so successfully 
illustrated in placing out of hazard the very elaborate ceiling of our Church, 
that they voted to him their large gold medal. Mr. Ainger's communication is 
printed in the Transactions of the Society, with all the details of the mode of 
fixing, expenses, and other particulars, Vol. xlii. pp. 153-164. At the end of 
the volume is an engraving, shewing his various methods of supporting 
decayed timbers. 

■J* There is every reason to believe that the present church is not only ' a 
copy of the old building,' but is actually raised on the walls of its predecessor, 
wherever the fire had left them in a condition to bear the weight of the su- 
perstructure. See extract from Mr. Wajker's report, in a following page. 

X The Church consists of a Nave and Chancel, each having two Aisles. T. 
L.W. 
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drils of these arches. The Ceilings of the Aisles are highly enriched 
with fan groining, and have oval panels in the centre; two of which 
in the North Aisle are formed into skylights, to light that side of the 
Church, — in the South Aisle there are windows. The Chancel is 
absurdly extended on the North side, so as to render the East end 
of it very far from forming a right angle with the side walls, and thus 
to give a distorted appearance to this end of the building, visible 
especially in the ceiling, without, as it would seem, any correspond- 
ing advantage*. The bad effect of this is considerably increased 
by the introduction of an ugly composite + altar piece, (the gift of 
Dame Jane Smith, relict of John Smith, alderman of the ward,) of 
course totally at variance in style with the rest of the edifice. The 
^window above it, which is in two heights, and divided into five lights 
by mullions, contains Rogers's arms in stained glass. There is a 
gallery at the West end, containing a large organ, and beneath and 
beyond this is an ambulatory or lobby. On the South side of this 
lobby is a small pointed-headed archway opening into the Tower, 
and in the West end is a large window, similar to that over the Com- 
munion Table, besides other smaller windows. The Tower (which, 
including the Turrets, is about 27 feet square,) is divided by string- 
courses into four stories, and terminates with an open parapet. The 
octagon Turrets, at the four angles, are panelled the whole height, 
and are surmounted by carved Finials of impure design. The entire 
height to the Finials is said to be 135 feet J. The South side of the 
Church displays a plain basement, a series of five windows, and a 
parapet, above." 

But one of the most interesting documents I have, connected 
with the fabric of the Church, is a Report from T. L. Walker, 
Esq. of Keppel Street, Russell Square, a highly talented architect, 
whom (from no want of confidence in the parties appointed by the 
Committee to carry out the new facing §, but for my own information, 

* See note J p. 10. 

t See note f p. 11. 

X Godwin and Britton, after stating that the tower was repaired, and in 
part rebuilt, when the Church was restored by Rogers's benefaction, add, that 
in 1703 two of the new turrets were blown down during a dreadful storm 
which then occurred, and that in 1711 the upper part of it was altogether 
rebuilt, the expenses being defrayed from the duty levied on coals. 

§ Mr. W. E. Williams, a parishioner, is the contractor for the work, under 
the superintendance of Richard Tress, Esq., Architect. 
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guidance, and satisfaction*,) I called in to inspect the North wall ; 
from which paper, I am happy to gire an extract, as setting at rest 
some facts which have been much doubted and disputed. 

This Gentleman, after a most careful examination as to the anti- 
quity of portions of that wall, has been led to the following conclu- 
sions: — ' In rebuilding the Church, after the Fire of London, it 
seems that Sir Christopher Wren not only retained the original line 
of the North Wall, but, finding it unnecessary to pull it entirely 
down, left it untouched as far up as a string-course which formerly 
ran along the whole length of the Church, under the sills of the win- 
dows of the North Aisle, traces of it being perfectly discernible to 
an eye familiar with the remains of antiquity, from the North East 
angle of the building f to the North doorway; there are also remains 
of the basement-moulding; and the original buttresses still exist 
with the string-course profiled round them : they are five in number, 
and, in one or two places, the face of their ashlar is as perfect as 
when first worked. 

' The original ashlar of the whole of this wall still remains, from 
the level of the ground up to the string-course mentioned above, and 
indeed a small portion of it is left some five or six feet above the 
string-course, immediately adjoining the Easternmost buttress. 

* 'The Minister is not, in consideration of law, a mere individual of 
vestry : on the contrary, he is always described as an integral part of the 
parish. — The Minister having the freehold of the Church, hath a special right 
in it, and a special duty upon him to see that it be well and duly repaired/ 
Sir John Nicholl. 

f The string-course and basement moulding, though now abruptly termin- 
ating at the North East angle, in consequence of the quoin stones having 
been removed, are continued Southward along the East wall, thereby shewing 
that the original building did not extend further Eastward than at present, 
and that there is no ground for the conjecture hazarded by Godwin and 
Britton in their • History of the Churches of London,' that a building to the 
East of the Church, which was brought to light a few years ago, on palling 
down some houses in Watling Street, ' was probably the crypt of the Church 
erected by Keble/ The expression ' up to the East end of the Church ' 
would imply that the houses pulled down in 1825, (not in 1835, as there 
stated,) had adjoined the Church; whereas the fact is, there was then and had 
for ages been a churchyard-passage in the situation of the present Aldermary 
Churchyard, as might be proved by reference to many inrolmentB in the Court 
of Hustings. The conjecture in question has no foundation beyond the mere 
circumstance of neighbourhood. 
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' The re-building is clearly defined by the rough masonry of this 
well, (above the level of the string-course,) which seems to have 
been intended, at the time, as a party-wall between the Church and 
the Glebe Houses, not only on account of its not being faced, but 
also on account of the entire absence of openings for light. 

' The North doorway, with its discharging arch in rough masonry 

evidently an insertion in the original wall ; the recesses over this 
doorway seem to have been left as cupboards for the adjoining house, 
as the masonry of their arches is coeval with that of the discharging 
arch over the doorway. 

' Before the Fire took place, I have no doubt but that this wall 
was quite unencumbered by any buildings against it, first, because 
thie ashlar, now remaining, still shows a fair face ; isecondly, because 
remains of the buttresses still exist, showing also a fair face ; and, 
thirdly, because the basement-moulding and the string-course, both 
exterior features, can be clearly pointed out. 

' There must, therefore, have been a space, originally, between 
the Church wall and the Glebe Houses*, which, on account of Wat* 
ling Street having been either widened at the time of the rebuilding, 
or removed further Southward, was, by "The Decrees of the Judges" 
made part and parcel of the Glebe f; and this accounts satisfacto- 

* The report from which the above is given was made, some days before 
Mr. Walker had an opportunity of seeing Oliver's Survey in the Controller's 
Office at Guildhall, from which an extract is engraved in Plate 1, No. 3. 
The space alluded to appears from that valuable document to have extended 
in length, from the North passage to the Church, to within eight feet of the 
termination of the Glebe Eastwards, and to have varied in depth, between 
the Glebe and the Church from five to ten feet. As human bones were, some 
years ago, found near the footing, of the North wall, it is not improbable 
that, in ancient times, this space had been used as a place of burial. 

f In all the petitions of the Glebe tenants, when coming before ' The 
Court of Judicature, erected by several Acts of Parliament, for determination 
of differences touching Houses burnt or demolished by reason of the late Fire 
which happened in London,' great stress is laid upon the fact, that some part 
of the Ground was staked out for the widening of Watling Street. And in 
Oliver's Survey, (vol. 2, p, 155,) mentioned in the last note, it is expressly 
stated that 242 J feet were cut off from the Glebe Land in front towards the 
street. (See Plate I, No. 3.) Besides this, the tenants urged that, at the time 
of the said Fire there were large jetties towards the street, which would be 
wholly lost by buildmg upright with brick. From these two causes the 

D 
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rilj for the ftct of that wall having been, in the rebuilding, made 
a party wall, and also for the right of way having been reserved to 
the parishioners from the street, through the Glebe, up to the North 
Doorway of the Church V 

Beyond what has been already said, it would ill become the unpre- 
tending character of these pages to enter on the merits or demerits 
of Sir Christopher Wren as an ecclesiastical architect^ . Only let it 

houses to be new built would necessarily be smaller than those which had 
been burnt down. To compensate therefore for this reduction of the ground, 
and lessening of accommodation, the new houses were set back as far as 
the Church. 

The decree touching the house lately numbered 38 is given in the Appendix, 
as a specimen of the Judges' Decisions, under which a considerable portion of 
property in the City is now held. Indeed, in many instances, the builders re- 
quired no other security for their outlay, and did not call for the formal exe- 
cution of the leases, to which they were entitled under the decrees. 

* Mr. Walker has since communicated a copy of this report to the Editor 
of ' The Civil Engineer and Architect's Journal/ who has inserted it in 
No. 28, of that scientific publication. I hold myself much indebted to 
Mr. W. for favouring me with the notes to which his initials are affixed. 

t Elmes, in his Life of Sir Christopher Wren, 4 to. Lond. 1823, p. 287, 
note, having stated a Collection of Sir Christopher's Designs to be in the 
Library of All Souls' College, the Rector took advantage of a visit to Oxford, 
in January, 1 838, to obtain, from the very polite Warden of that Society, a 
sight of them : none of them, however, refer to St. Mary Aldermary, which 
may perhaps be accounted for by the following circumstance, communicated 
by Elmes to the Editor of the General Chronicle for October, 1812, (Vol. vi. 
No. xxvi.) which communication is prefixed to the copy of Elmes's Life in the 
College Library.—-' They were formerly in loose portfolios, as presented by 
Sir William Blackstone, to whom the world is indebted for such few as are 
left of the immensity of drawings that were disposed of by his sordid succes- 
sors; but, being much injured by constant turning over, the whole have been 
placed and mounted upon imperial drawing paper, and bound in elegant 
Russia leather portfolios, at the expense of the College in the year 1800, and 
newly arranged according to the Catalogue, in the middle of the first volume/ 
' In my opinion of them,' says Elmes, ' many of them are not genuine.' 

Equally fruitless were the Rector's researches at the Bodleian, where he had 
been confidently informed he should find the original bills for all the parochial 
churches. The documents referred to are numbered 887, 388, and 389, 
Rawlinson, B. The first of these volumes does indeed contain 'Bills of 
Parochial Churches/ of which Aldermary is not one. The second, a ledger, 
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be remembered that, notwithstanding the severity of criticism to which 
his numerous works have been subjected, he is not without his ad- 
mirers even in this enlightened and perhaps somewhat fastidious age. 
And to those who are led by circumstances to yiew with a partial eye 

contains the accounts of fifty churches, not including St. Paul's or Aldermary. 
The third is denominated the ' Tabernacle Ledger/ or account of the expendi- 
ture on the temporary places of worship, called tabernacles, which were set 
up to meet the exigency of the occasion till the churches could be rebuilt. In 
this there occur the following entries : — Fol. 13 and 68, ' Expense of taber- 
nacle of St. Mary Aldermary ;' fol. 115,' for work done in the steeple of St. 
Mary Aldermary;* fol. 117, 'ditto to 29th November, 1677;' fol. 121, 

* to Matthew Roberts, Plumber, for work done at the Tabernacle of St. Maty 
Aldermary, and set up by order at St. Thomas Apostle, £1 : 18*.' Prom 
which it is plain that while the Church of St. Mary Aldermary was being 
restored, the inhabitants were assembled for Divine worship in a tabernacle 
erected among the ruins of St. Thomas's Church, or the churchyard adjoining. 
To this temporary building must also be referred the ' timber and glass of 
Aldermary Tabernacle,' incidentally mentioned at fol. 128. 

It is, however, deserving of remark, that at the beginning of the volume, 
marked 388, there is an engraved synopsis, by H. Halsburg, of Sir Christo- 
pher's labours in Ecclesiastical Architecture, from which it appears that he 
built fifty churches, including St. Paul's, and repaired five others, of which 
St. Mary Aldermary was one. The Tower not needing to be rebuilt is perhaps 
a sufficient justification of including this church in the class of those that were 
repaired only. But to this must be added the result of Mr. Walker's observa- 
tions on the North Wall, and a reasonable conjecture that the lower part of 
the other walls also survived the Fire, in a condition capable of being built up 
to their former height. 

It is surprising that Mr. Elmes, in his Life of Sir Christopher, p. 496, 
overlooking the dates inscribed on this Church, within and without, should 
refer the building of it to the year 1711, and should quote as his authority 

* Newcourt's Repertorium,' which was published in 1708, and where, at 
p. 435, the right date is given from the inscription over the West door. He 
was probably misled by the rebuilding of the upper part of the tower, men- 
tioned in note f* p. 15, which took place in 1711. 

In 1829, Mr. Elmes published * London in the Nineteenth Century/ in 
two volumes. At p. 80 of the second volume, he gives a description and 
engraving of St. Mary Aldermary. In reference to the South side of the 
Church, he observes — ' The wall has well-contrived buttresses and battle- 
ments • those buttresses run up pilaster fashion, in two stages, not projecting 
in the old manner from.the body of the btlildmg. , Vol. n. p. 81 . 
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the Fabric of St. Mary Aldermary, it is no little satisfaction to find 
that those professional men, who are most alive to bis faults, consider 
this Church as the least faulty of his performances in the department 
of Gothic Architecture*. 

One, indeed, there is who is peculiarly bound to regard it with par- 
tiality and affection. To an incumbent, habitually engaged in the 
personal performance of his duties within its walls, it cannot but be 

* The Londoners, in general, seem to have been very sensible of the great 
care and skill shewed by Sir Christopher Wren, in the rebuilding of their 
churches ; and to have taken various methods of testifying their respect for him 
through those with whom he was connected. Elmes, p. 388, quotes from 
Ward's Lives of the Gresham Professors, that the parishioners of St. Stephen, 
Walbrook, voted to his Lady a present of twenty guineas; and to the same 
feeling may be ascribed the last of the following items: — 

In the Churchwardens' Accounts of St. Thomas the Apostle, are these no- 
tices of Sir Christopher Wren : — 
1699 Fd. Mr. Baker for charges in going to Sir Christopher j 



< £ \ 10 
Wren, at several times 

1700 Expenses waiting on Sir Christopher Wren . 5 6 

1701 Spent in waiting on Sir Christopher Wren and his clerks 1 17 10 
Spent on the workmen building the steeple, at several times 2 10 10 

1702 Spent with Sir Christopher Wren and clerk . . 1 11 
Given Sir Christopher Wren's clerk , . . .576 

And in the Minute Books of the said parish, the following : — 

• 1st April, 1702, at this Vestry it was agreed, (with a like resolution of 
the parish of Aldermary,) to present Sir Christopher Wren's clerk with a sum 
not exceeding five guineas.' 

On the subject of the Tabernacle, mentioned in the note, p. 19, the first 
notice of it in the Parish Books occurs in an agreement between the parishes, 
entered in the Minute Books of St. Thomas the Apostle, under the date of the 
3rd of April, 1678, the sixth article of which is in these words — * That the 
four Churchwardens do successively make such an agreement among them- 
selves, that two of them at the least give constant attendance at the 'taber- 
nacle on the Lord's Day and other days, as occasion requireth, that so their 
duty be not neglected.' 

This tabernacle ceased to be used as a place of worship, on the opening of 
the Church in 1682, but was not immediately taken down, as appears by a 
minute in the same book, dated 3d April, 1684: — ' It was at this Vestry also 
agreed, that Mr. Stinson, (who keeps the School in the Tabernacle,) shall enjoy 
it for a year longer as he had it the last year, he keeping it in repair, and 
glazing it, and preventing annoyances from the boys — in the burial place 
about it/ 
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endeared by many associations and recollections, as the scene of his 
public ministerial labours. Nor let any one uncandidly censure him 
for presumption if, while writing these lines, he adopts, as expres- 
sive of his unabated love for his Church, the celebrated asseveration 
of the antient Jew, ( If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning.' (Ps. cxxxvii. 6.) 

Of the thousands who, in the lapse of centuries, have been in- 
terred within and around this sacred edifice*, are there few that 
shall rise to a joyful resurrection, few that ' shall be caught up in the- 
clouds to meet the Lord In the air/ (1 Thess. iv. 17,) few that shall 
ascend with Him to the house of * His Father and their Father,' to 
take possession of mansions of rest prepared for them by fheir 
Saviour and Redeemer? (John xx. 17.) Vain and unprofitable 
inquiry, too nearly resembling the question addressed to our Divine 
Master during His residence on earth, ' Lord, are there few that be 
saved?' (Luke xiii. 23.) Far more useful than any direct answer 
to such prying into futurity, was the answer of our Lord : • Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate,' (ver. 24.) And similar is the admoni- 
tion which a Pastor of Christ's Church would at this time impress 
upon the people committed to his charge f. 

Most of the monuments and inscriptions in the present edifice are 
described in the several histories of London, which have appeared 
from the time of Strype downwards. The following are the principal 
of the more recent: 

On the South wall of the Church, a tablet close by the front of 
the gallery : 

' Near this place lie the Remains of Mary, the wife of Thomas 
Webster, Esq, of the Parish of St Thomas the Apostle, who died 
August 21, 1772. Also of the said Thomas Webster, who died 
November 20, 1793, aged 69. And of Sarah, the Wife of John 
Webster, Esq. Son of the above Thomas and Mary, who died Ja- 
nuary 24th, 1819, aged 69. Also of the said John Webster, who 

* The registers of the parish of St. Mary Aldermary commence in the first 
of Elizabeth, from which date to the present time, a period of 280 years, they 
record 6000 burials. But, as there was a church on the same spot before 
the Norman Conquest, it is probable that treble that number have been in- 
terred since the ground was first devoted to holy uses. 

t Some, into whose hands these pages may fall, may recognise in the 
preceding paragraph a passage in a sermon preached, by the Rector a short 
time ago. 
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died January 5th, 1826, aged T4w And of Martha Sophia Webster, 
third daughter of the abore John and Sarah, who died February 25, 
1833, aged 52.' 

On the West wall, a little tablet on the South side of the principal 
entrance : — 

' Sacred to the Memory of Sampson Freeth, who died April 20, 
1815, aged 70 years. Also of Elizabeth Freeth, Widow of the above, 
who died May 6, 1820, aged 70. Their Remains are interred in this 
Church, near to the entrance of the South Aisle.' 

On a ledger to the South of the Poor Box:— 
1 To the Memory of Miss Martha Mary Webster, who died 30th 
March, 1824, aged 2 years.* 

On the East wall of the Chancel : — 

4 In affectionate remembrance of her cousin Margareta Browne, 
who died at Bromley, in Middlesex, on the 17th day of December, 
1829, aged 80 years. This tablet was erected by Catharine Collignon. 
' Sacred to the Memory of Catharine Collignon, who died at Brom- 
ley, in Middlesex, Feb. 4, 1832, aged 77 years. 
In Heaven is rest. 
Forgive the wish 
That would have kept thee here*.' 

* It would too much extend these pages to attempt to give biographical 
notices of the several parties incidentally mentioned in them ; but there are 
traits in the characters of these two amiable ladies, which the Rector cannot 
possibly suffer to be passed over in silence. 

The first of them was a maiden daughter of the Rev. John Browne, Curate 
of the Church, who was buried in the chancel, 25 Feb. 1771. Though she 
survived him nearly sixty years, she continued to cherish affection for him and 
the scene of his labours. By her will she gave ten pounds to poor elderly 
women of the parish of St. Mary Aldermary, to be laid out in bread, or ap- 
plied in such other manner for their benefit, as the curate or officiating minis- 
ter should think best ; and also the like sum of ten pounds to the poor of the 
parish of St. Thomas the Apostle, to be applied for their benefit in a similar 
manner. And the executors being desirous that the poor people should receive 
the benefit intended for them without delay, the legacies were immediately 
paid to the Rector, as officiating minister, and by him forthwith distributed, 
according to the directions in the will. 

The other Lady, daughter of Charles Collignon, M. D. of Trinity College, 
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On a ledger in the porch, at the end of the Middle Aisle :— 

* Sacred to the Memory of Martha, the Wife of George Dickin, of 
29, Queen Street, born January 5th, 1780, died July 21st, 1835.' 

On a ledger, at the top of the Middle Aisle in the Chancel : 
' Beneath this stone are deposited the Remains of Henry Hurle, 
Esq. of Bedford Row, London, and Ramsbury, Wiltshire; he died 15th 
of March, 1837, aged 64 years. Also of William Bainbridge Hurle, 
Esquire, Surgeon, youngest son of the above. He died 24th of 
July, 1839, aged 26 years/ 

On a ledger by the fire-place * in the North Aisle : 

* Sacred to the memory of Jane, the beloved Wife of Mr. Richard 
Bord, of Watling Street, born 13th April, 1793, died 8th January 
1839/ 

Cambridge, and professor of anatomy in that university, (who died 1 Oct. 
1785, in the thirty-second year of his professorship,) after directing that her 
remains should be interred in the chancel of the Church of St. Mary Alder- 
mary, in the same vault with her late cousin Margareta Browne, bequeathed to 
the poor of the said parish of St. Mary Aldermary, the sum of fifty pounds, 
to be distributed at such times and in such manner as the Rector and Church- 
wardens of the said parish should think proper ; and which was distributed by 
them accordingly, with a preference to poor housekeepers. 

Dr. Collignon was descended from a French Protestant family, and his 
daughter, but one of many <tf that estimable class who have been interred 
within the walls of St. Mary Aldermary. Branches of the Baudouin, Gambier, 
and other families, were formerly settled in this parish. ' As many of the 
Nobility and first families in this country derive their, origin from the Wal- 
loons, who settled in England in the reign of Elizabeth, or the French refu- 
gees who came over upon, or soon after, the revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
in 1685/ it cannot fail to be interesting intelligence to persons so connected, 
that J. S. Burn, Esq., who, in 1831, edited that curious document the ' Livre 
des Anglois a Geneve,' or Register of the English Church at Geneva, during 
the Marian Persecution, is now preparing to publish a work containing • An 
Account of the Walloon, French, and Scotch Churches, established in various- 
Parts of England, in or since the Reign of Henry the Eighth, with Notices 
of the German, Spanish, and Italian Churches/ 

Cole, in 1770, speaking of Dr. Collignon, in his List of anatomy Profes- 
sors at Cambridge, (MSS. Vol. xii. p. 264,) says — * He is by extraction a 
Frenchman, and married an agreeable woman, of Dutch parentage, at Col- 
chester, by whom he has an only daughter/ This only daughter became the 
benefactress above-mentioned. 

* No plan lor warming this Church has ever yet succeeded. The parishi- 
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To Mr. Rogers the whole Church, with the grateful inscription 
over the chief entrance, is a monument. But his niece, through 
whom his munificence was directed into this particular channel, is still 
without a memorial, though her remains repose within it*. 



There was anciently a Parsonage House belonging to this living, 
as may be gathered from the following letterf, of Ann Boleyn £ to 
Dr. Crome §, in which she shows her intention to promote him, and 
strenuously urges him to exchange the poorer living of St. Antholin 
for this of St. Mary Aldermary, as being better in itself, and ad- 
mitting of his residence upon it: — 

By the Queen. 

To our trusty and vaeUrbeloved Mr. Dr. Crome, Parson of 
St. Anthony ne s within the City of London \\. 

Trusty and well-beloved. We greet you wel. Mervelling not a * 
little that albeit heretofore We have signified unto you at sundry Times 

oners have, at considerable expense, changed their stoves three or four times 
in the last thirty years — in some instances from bad to worse. In this present 
season, (Dec. 1839,) the glass has fallen, in one of the pews in the middle 
of the building, 14 degrees below temperate. 

* This good lady did not long survive the opening of the Church, which 
had already begun to be the occasion of bickerings between what are called 
' the united parishes.' Her interment is thus noticed in the register of burials : 
' Madam Ann Rogers, deed, the 3d of April, bur. the 14th of May, 1683/ 
Should the parishioners at length think it becoming to set up a tablet in re- 
membrance of her partiality to them, the Rector would be happy to assign it 
the most suitable place in the chancel. 

In Churchwarden Hewett's account (1695,) there is the following entry, 
' Paid the Stone-cutter for the stone of the Lady's Vault, 9 sh. and to Mr. 
Bay ley, for the planks over the same, 1 8 sh/ But at this day there is neither 
trace nor conjecture, as to the situation of any such vault. 

t Lansdowne MSS. No. 1045, fol. 79. 

{ Ann Boleyn was married to Henry VIII. 14 Nov. 1532, and beheaded 
J9May, 1536. 

§ For many interesting particulars respecting Dr. Crome, the reader is re- 
ferred to the Index to Strype's works, mentioned at p. 6, note *, 

|| Dr. Crome's name does not occur in Newcourt's List of the Rectors of 
St, Anthony or St. Antlin, for the following reason — ' I can give no further 
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bur pleasure concerning your Promotion unto the Parsonage of Alder- 
mary within the City of London, which we have obtained for you, 
yet ye hiderto have deferred the taking on you of the same. By 
which your refusal we think that ye right little regard or esteem your 
own Weal or Avauncent; We minding nothing more than the fur- 
therance of Virtue, Truth and godly Doctrine; which we trust shal 
be not a little encreased, and right much the better avaunced and 
established by your better Relief and Residence there, signify there- 
fore unto you that our express Mind and Pleasure is, that ye shal 
use no further delays in this matter, but take on you the Cure and 
Charge of the said Benefice of Aldermary, as ye tender our pleasure 
in any Behalf. Geven under our Signet, at my Lord's Manour of 
Richmond y e xx of May*. 

Accordingly, when the ecclesiastical survey was made in the fol- 
lowing year, 1535, the manse, or house of residence, was taken into 
the account, as constituting part of its value. Though since that 
time this living has fallen in its relative importance, it ranked then as 
the fourth of the ninety-seven within the walls of the city, the three 
superior ones being St. Magnus, St. Dunstan in the East, aud All- 
hallows the Great. The difference between Aldermary and St. An- 
tholin, alluded to by the Queen, was in the proportion of £41 to 
£20 : 2 : 8 J, according to which rates the First Fruits and Tenths 
are paid to this day f . 

There is not, perhaps, sufficient evidence now extant to fix the 
situation of the old Parsonage. If it occupied part of the ground 
recently thrown into the street, it was probably where the house 
stood, lately nnmbered 37. At that point it does not appear, that 
there was any space between the Glebe and the Church ; and it is 
not unlikely that, in that case, the Rector had the means of passing 
from his house through the Vestry into the Chancel J. 

account/ says he, ' of the succession of incumbents of this or any other 
church belonging to the Dean aud Chapter of St. Paul's, other than since the 
restoration of K. Charles II. in 1660, by reason such of their Register Books, 
wherein were registered their Acts of Collation before that time, were burnt 
in the dreadful fire.' Repertorium, vol. i, p. 284. 

* From a careful collation of circumstances, it is clear that the date of the 
above letter must have been 20 May, 1534. 

t Val. Eccl. vol. i. pp. 370, 373. . 

J See p. 17, n. *. That the Altar and Vestry were in the same relative 
situation to each other in the Old Church as in the present, is proved by the 
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Certain however it is, that, before the fire of London, the whole 
length of the Glebe wee divided into eight parcels, on each of which 
was a house distinguished from its neighbour!, not by a number, as 
of later years, but by a sign*. At the time of the conflagration, 
all these houses were under leases, some of long standing, and 
others of more recent date : namely, one let by Dr. Watson, Parson, 
by indenture dated 7 Nov. 1631, for 40 years, to Gabriel Oakman, 
at £13 per annum; another, the White Swan, by the said Dr. Wat- 
son, by indenture, dated 5 May, 1633, for 40 years, to William Wee- 
son, at £14 per annum; another, called the Golden Pot, formerly the 
White Hart, let to Richard Coysh, for forty years, from 20 Sept. 
1638, at £13 : 6 : 8, per annum; two others, called the Griffin and 
the Legg, by Dr. Gell, Parson, by indenture, dated 3 March, 1661, 
for 40 years, to William Pott, at £20 : 5 : 4, per annum ; two others, 
by the said Dr. Gell, by indenture dated 1 Sept. 1662, to Mary Mom- 
ford, for 40 years, from Midsummer, 1662, at £24 per annum ; and one 
other, by the said Dr. Gell, by indenture dated 15 February, 1663, 
for 40 years, to Bartholomew Pickering, at £16 per annum f- 

entry of Dr. Watson's burial nearly 30 years before the Fire. — ' The xxvii 1 * of 
March 1638 was buried Mr. Richard Watson Doctor of Divinite, having bin 
a earful Pastor in this parishe for allmost xx yeares. Lieth buried between 
tBfe comunyon tabell and the vestri dore.' 

* The Rector had also a stable, probably in some nook on the South side 
of the Church; for when the question of compensation for the diminution of 
the glebe was finally adjusted, a fractional sum of £15 : 8 was paid to the 
Churchwardens, which is thus acknowledged in their accounts — ' 8 June 1681 
Rece? of the said Richard Davies, late Churchwarden [whose account runs 
from 4 March 1679 to 19 April 1680,] which he received out of the Chamber 
of London for Part of the Minister's Glebes, £15:8: — ' 26 Dec. 1 681 Paid 
Mr. Spinnidge [the Rector] for interest of £15 : 8, received by the Parish for 
a stable, &c. to be laid out by the Parish, so that the Rector for the time be- 
ing have the interest, £0 : 15 : 0.' 

The Churchwardens, on the contrary, have a claim on the tenants of the 
Westernmost Glebe Houses, (as well as on the occupier of the house at the 
comer of Bow Lane,) for a few shillings per annum, as an acknowledgment 
for the privilege of carrying off the water from their yards, through the course 
which convevs the rain water from the roof of the Church. 

But these trifling sums seem to have been set off against such other for 
some years. \ have no recollection of their being paid or demanded on either 
side during my incumbency. 

t From documents in the Rector's custody. 
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On the sites of these houses, with such modifications as were 
rendered necessary by that calamitous event, and under the sanc- 
tion of all competent authorities, eight other houses were built, 
at reduced rents*. The leases of the two westernmost passed 
into the possession of Narcissus Lutterell, Esq., and of the other 
six, by assignment from the then lessees, to Thomas Hasle- 
wood, whose name occurs in Oliver's Plan, (Plate 1, Mo. 3.) As tht 
building leases fell in, (for they did not all expire in the same year,) 
the Rector for the time being either kept them in his own hands, or, 
with the consent of the Archbishop, as patron or ordinary, let them 
for terms, with or without fines, down to the incumbency of the late 
Rev. George Savage, who, requiring the tenants to new front and 
thoroughly repair their respective houses, granted them leases, with- 
out fines, which all expired at Christmas, 1833f . 

Between Christmas, 1833, and Christmas, 1838, the four eastern- 
most houses were taken down};, and the ground lay vacant, as any 
other proprietor's might, till it should be convenient for me to rebuild 
them, or, with the consent of the Archbishop, let the site on building 
leases. 

Meanwhile it was thought to be a desirable opportunity of widen- 
ing the street, at little expense, while this portion of the glebe was 
uncovered by buildings, and the compensation would be so much less 
than if the houses had been rebuilt. A petition was presented to 
the Court of Common Council, by the friends of improvement in the 
neighbourhood, praying that this part of Watling Street might be 
widened: and, as soon as the forms of business allowed, the machi- 
nery of the Paving Act, as premised at the beginning of these Brief 
Notices, was put in motion, to confer a benefit on the Public ,though 
at the lasting expense of the ancient Rectory of St. Mary Alder- 
mary. 

But when the notice, usual in these cases, dated 22 Dec. 1838, 
was served upon me by the Solicitor to the Commissioners of Sewers, 
under the provisions of the statute, I had the mortification to find, 
that it applied not only to the vacant ground, on which had stood the 

* The rents, before the fire, over and above fines on renewals, amounted to 
£100 : 12, per annum; these rents were reduced, under the building leases, 
to £40. 

t From counterparts of leases and other documents belonging to the Living 
in the custody of the Rector. 

t See Plate 1, No. 2. 
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bouses, numbered 84 to 37, but to a butcher's shop, No. 33, on 
which I had recently laid out a sum of money, to make it produce a 
rent, and which it did produce, of forty pounds per annum. 

The sequel is soon told : Notice was given on the 16th of March, 
1839, that a jury was to be impannelled at the ensuing General 
Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the City of London, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the sum to be paid in recompense for the land. On 
the 20th of April the jury returned their verdict for £1900 as a satis- 
faction for it, which sum, in pursuance of an order of the Court of 
Chancery, dated the 6th of June, was on the 5th of July invested in 
.the purchase of £2054 : 1 : 1, Three per Cent. Reduced Annuities, 
producing an annual dividend of £61 : 12 : 6 to the Rector for the 
time being f; and thus five-eighths of a valuable glebe estate, which 
the revolutionists of the seventeenth century held too sacred to be 
alienated from the Church, was in the nineteenth swept away with 
the besom of destruction, with all the formality of a legal proceeding, 
for a consideration altogether inadequate* 

Had I or a succeeding rector not been precluded by this severe 
measure from rebuilding five houses on the ground in question, they 
would have produced a rental to some future incumbent of £250 per 
annum, three houses on the same scale, westward, letting, on an 
average, at rather more than £50 a-piece. The above-mentioned 
stock may indeed be sold out for the purchase of freehold houses to 
be settled on the living. But as, in the present state of the market, 
there is little prospect of obtaining an investment in the ordinary way, 
returning more than six or seven per cent., it is surely much to be 
wished that some wealthy citizens, or other affluent proprietors, in- 
fluenced by the love of God and His Church, would offer a freehold 
property at the sum disposable for its purchase, likely to produce to 
the incumbent for the time being twelve per cent., or thereabout, 
and thereby procure an equivalent for the sacrifice made in this in- 
stance for the public convenience. 

Arrived at the sixty-sixth year of my age, I may charitably be 
presumed to plead more for my successors than for myself. In a few 
more years, in the course of nature, it will make no difference to 
me, whether the Church be enriched or impoverished ; but I cannot 
conceive that any one who is sincerely attached to our national esta- 
blishment, can become acquainted with the facts above stated, and 

t The most material of the documents here referred to, are given in the 
Appendix. 
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not regret their occurrence. And that remedy which, amidst the 
numerous calls on the liberality of churchmen at the present crisis! 
it would be unreasonable to expect at the hands of one or two, 
might certainly be supplied by a greater number of contributors. 
While the paltry endowments of many of our modern district 
churches, are the subject of much deserved lamentation on the part 
of the friends of religion, it would seem to be still more lamentable 
if the patrimony of one of the oldest foundations in the Metropolis 
could be alienated, under any circumstances, without exciting the 
sympathies and calling forth the aid of Members of the Church of 
England to make up to the Church of St. Mary Aldermary a full 
satisfaction for the loss she has sustained in the diminution of her 
house property. 

But the best-built houses are liable to decay of themselves — they 
are liable to be taken down by the hands of man. And of this liability 
to destruction, we have of late witnessed a striking instance in the 
immediate proximity of this sacred place. Habitations, which had 
long stood in close contiguity to these walls, have been removed, 
never to be rebuilt. To that spot the sons of traffic shall no longer 
resort. ' As with the -buyer, so with the seller.' (Is. xxiv. 2.) To 
other marts must they go for merchandise. There shall no more be 
heard the voice of the bridegroom, or the voice of the bride. 
Chambers, in which families were wont to be domiciled, shall no 
more receive the first feeble cries of infants born into a world of suffer- 
ing, nor echo with the deep groans of those who are on the point of 
quitting it. To the occupiers of those rooms I have erst, during a 
long ministry, been called to carry the consolations of religion in 
connection with the consecrated elements. With my mind's eye I 
still see the dim chamber of sickness and approaching dissolution. 
One, at least, of the communicants has gone down to the gates of 
the grave ; and the recess in which he lay to receive, with faith, and 
thankfulness, and charity, the precious symbols of his Saviour's 
body and blood, shall never again afford a canopy to the death-bed 
of a candidate for eternity. Nay, so completely, in the course of a 
few days, or weeks at the farthest, will all traces of these houses be 
obliterated, that the site of them shall know them no more. Not 
that I design to dwell on this special case of sublunary transitori- 
ness ; but the occurrence having taken place under your own imme- 
diate notice, it seems to set before you a subject for profitable 
reflection : it is calculated to impress you with this important truth, 
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that earth can boast ' no continuing city,' (Heb. xiii. 14,) but that 
if you seek an eYerlasting habitation, you must look for it in the 
world to come. In this point of view, the very ruins, still strewed 
upon the ground, ' as when one breaketh and heweth wood upon 
the earth/ (Ps. cxli. 7,) are gifted with eloquence. To the passer-by 
they seem to say, Learn from our fallen estate that earth can afford 
no really stable foundation for wealth or greatness — that in the lapse 
of time all things terrestrial come to anend — and that, if you would 
be ultimately happy, you must ' set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth 9 (Col. Hi. 2). Let the scene of desolation 
which you witness remind you, that the soul of man, immortal 
though it be, sojourneth its appointed time in a house of clay, 
(Job iv. 19,) and that, in a few years at the longest, that house, like 
every other clay-built tenement, will crumble into dust. But, leaving to 
their original nothingness al| these earthly tabernacles, aspire to the 
mansions in the house of the Father of Heaven, those ' everlasting 
habitations/ which the Author and Finisher of your Faith has gone 
to prepare for you, that where He is, ' there ye may be also.' 
(John xiv. 3.) 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

P. 1 1 . — ' A pannel directly over the Altar,* &c. The names of benefactors 
were anciently inserted in tablets over the altars without offence: see note *, 
p. 4 ; but as exception had been taken to the commemoration of Dame Jane - 
Smith on this pannel, the Rector, in 1823, transferred the substance of the 
inscription to the stone under which she is buried, and substituted in its room 
the positive command of the Great Benefactor of Mankind — 
THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

P. 15 — ' To light that side of the Church.' When the parishioners resolved 
to new face the North wall, I was consulted on the propriety of having open 
windows inserted in it; but, after due consideration, I declined giving my 
consent, on account of the noise that would be transmitted through them from 
so great a thoroughfare as Watling Street, the Church having hitherto been a 
remarkably quiet one, in consequence of the thickness of the wall, as well as 
the houses which till lately stood between it and the highway. At the same 
time I rather wished, that provision might be made for opening windows here- 
after, if future Rectors and parishioners deemed it expedient ; but reasons of 
an architectural nature prevailed with me to abandon the idea. 

* See notef» p. 21. 
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No. J. 



Decree of the Judges respecting a Messuage adjoining the North 
Porch of St. Mary Aldermary, on the East Side thereof 
15 Dec. 1671. 

At the Court of Judicature, erected, 
Mr. Baron Turnor, } revived, and continued by several 

Mr. Justice Archkr, > Present, Acts of Parliament, for detennina- 
Mr. Justice Raynsford,' tion of differen <*s touching Houses 

burnt or demolished by reason of the 
late Fire which happened in London, 
held in Clifford's Inn Hall, London, 
on Friday, the Fifteenth Day of De- 
cember, in the Three and Twentieth 
Year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lord King Charles the Second, 
A.D. 1671: 

John Rudge, Clerk, Parson of the Parish Church of 
St. Mary Aldermary, London, Petitioner, against 
Bartholomew Pickering, Citizen and Merchant 
Taylor of London : 

Whereas the said John Rudge hath exhibited his petition into this 
judicature, thereby setting forth in effect (amongst other things) that Robert 
Gell, Doctor in Divinity, one of the Petitioner's predecessors, by indenture of 
lease, bearing date the fifteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand six hundred sixty and three, in consideration of the surrender 
of a former lease, made of the messuage thereby demised by Richard Watson, 
Doctor in Divinity, one other of the Petitioner's predecessors, to one Henry 
Read, did demise and grant unto the above named Bartholomew Pickering, 
a messuage or tenement with the appurtenances, theretofore called the Harpe, 
and then the King's Head, situate in Watling Street, London, adjoining to the 
north porch of the said parish church of St. Mary Aldermary, on the east 
side thereof, to hold to the said Bartholomew Pickering, his executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, from the making of the said lease, for forty years, 
at and under the yearly rent of sixteen pounds, payable quarterly, in which 
indenture of lease are contained covenants for repairs on the lessee's part, to 
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be done and performed daring the term of years thereby granted and 
demised; that the said messuage was, by the late dreadful fire in London, 
burnt and consumed, and forasmuch as the Petitioner declared himself willing 
to give and allow to the said tenant whatsoever should be fit and reasonable 
for him to do, either for increase of the term or otherwise, but cannot pro- 
perly do the same without the aid and assistance of this Honourable Court. 
The Petitioner, therefore, humbly prayed warrants to warn the said Bar- 
tholomew Pickering, together with several other tenants in the petition named, 
to appear here in this Court, to stand to and abide such orders and directions 
in the premises as to the Court should seem meet. Whereupon warrants were 
granted and issued from this Judicature accordingly, and the said Bartholomew 
Pickering having been thereupon warned, appeared personally here in Court, 
this day, Mr. Sturges being of his Counsel, the petitioner being also present 
in Court, and Mr. King of his Counsel ; and upon reading the said petition, 
and opening the matters therein specified to the Court, the said Mr. King, in 
behalf of the said Petitioner, offered to grant the said Bartholomew Picker- 
ing terms to encourage him to rebuild the said messuage, if he would under- 
take the same. Whereupon the said Mr. Sturges declared the willingness of 
the said Bartholomew Pickering to rebuild the said messuage upon an 
increase of his term, and an abatement of some part of the said rent, for his 
encouragement thereunto, but he informed the Court that some part of the 
ground of the said messuage is staked out for the widening the said Watling 
Street, and that at the time of the said fire there were large jetties towards the 
said street, which will be wholly lost by building upright with brick, by reason 
whereof the house to be new built will be lesser than the house burnt down as 
aforesaid; and therefore he prayed, that the lease in being might be in- 
creased to sixty years, and the rent reduced to twenty nobles per annum ; 
whereupon the Petitioner's Counsel prayed, that in regard the Church is 
concerned, that the rent might be kept up as high as might be, for the benefit 
of the Petitioner and his successors*. Thereupon the Court having heard the 
offers and allegations of the said parties by their Counsel concerning the 
premises, declared it to be just and reasonable, in regard of the loss of the 
said ground and jetties, that the said term of years in the said recited lease in 
being be increased and made up sixty years, accounted from Michaelmas now 
last past, at the said yearly rent of twenty nobles, and that the first quarter's 
rent thereof be paid at Michaelmas now next coming ; whereunto the afore- 
said parties submitted, and the Court pronounced the said matters decreed 

* On this principle, when I had to acknowledge the receipt of the notice on behalf 
of the Commissioners of Sewers, that, for the improvement of Watling Street, I was 
required to treat with them for the sale, on my part, of a piece of the glebe, I stated 
that my repugnance to the proposed alienation would be diminished, if a compensation 
could be found in lands and tenements, producing at present £250 per annum, belong- 
ing to the city in the neighbourhood of the benefice, (say in Cordwainer or Vintry 
Wards,) to be annexed to it as glebe for ever; and that if they thought fit to agree 
with me upon such terms, I would, on my part, apply myself to obtain the confirmation 
of the Patrons of tbe Living. But I was subsequently informed by the Solicitor to 
the Commissioners, that the Act under which they proceeded, directed the compen- 
sation to be made in a sum of money, and that consequently the business could not 
be arranged, as I wished, in the way of exchange of land fpr land. 
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accordingly. Therefore to the intent the premises may be rebuilt by the said 
Bartholomew Pickering, or his assigns ; and for a final determination of all 
differences between the Petitioner and the said Bartholomew Pickering 5 , 
touching the premises, it is ordered, adjudged, and decreed by the Court, that 
the term of years in the said recited lease in beiug of the aforesaid demised 
premises to come and unexpired, be increased and made up unto the said 
Bartholomew Pickering, his executors, administrators, and assigns, threescore 
years, by addition of so much time and so many years thereunto, to com- 
mence and take effect immediately from and after the expiration of the said 
lease in being, as will make the same threescore years, accounted from the 
feast day of St. Michael the Archangel now last past, at and under the yearly 
rent of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, payable and to be paid from 
and after the feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist now next coming, 
unto the said Petitioner, John Rudge, during his incumbency in the said 
church, and to his successors parsons of the said parish church of St. 
Mary Aldermary for the time being, for and during the rest and residue of 
the term of years in the said recited lease to come and unexpired, and also 
for and during the aforesaid term of years hereby added thereunto, and decreed 
as aforesaid, at such days and times as the aforesaid yearly rent of sixteen 
pounds in and by the said recited lease is reserved, limited, and appointed to 
be paid, by even portions. And it is further ordered and decreed by the 
Court, that the said Bartholomew Pickering, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns, be acquitted and discharged of and from payment of all arrears of the 
said yearly rent of sixteen pounds, incurred upon the said recited lease since 
the time of the aforesaid Fire, or to incur thereupon unto the said feast of the 
Nativity of St. John the Baptist now next coming ; and that from thence the 
said' yearly rent of sixteen pounds, reserved in and by the said recited lease 
as aforesaid, be sunk, abated, and reduced to the said yearly rent of six 
pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, for and during all the rest and 
residue of the term of years and time in the said recited lease to come and 
unexpired ; and that the said Bartholomew Pickering, his executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, be acquitted and discharged of and from payment 
of nine pounds six shillings and eightpence, residue of the said yearly rent of 
sixteen pounds yearly, and every year, as well since the time of the said Fire 
as for and during the rest and residue of the said term and time now to come 
in the said recited lease in being, notwithstanding the reservation of the said 
yearly rent of -sixteen pounds in and by the said lease as aforesaid ; and that 
the first quarter's payment of the said yearly rent of six pounds thirteen 
shillings and fourpence be made at and upon the aforesaid feast day of St. 
Michael the Archangel now next coming. And it is further ordered and 
decreed by the Court, that in consideration of the increase of term and 
abatement of rent as aforesaid, he, the said Bartholomew Pickering, his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, or some of them, at his or some of their 
proper costs and charges, within the time limited by the last Act of Parliament 
for the rebuilding the City of London, shall cause or procure to be erected 
and new built, in and upon the toft, soil, and ground remaining unstaked out 
of the said demised messuage, burnt down as aforesaid, or on some part 
thereof, one other good and substantial messuage, with good and sufficient 
materials, and of such scantlings and in such manner and form as by the 

p 
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several Acts of Parliament lately made for rebuilding the City of London, it 
it directed and prescribed ; and for avoiding of difficulties in recovering of the 
said yearly rent of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, and for 
ascertaining of covenants mutually to be performed, during the term of years 
hereby decreed as aforesaid, it is further ordered and decreed by the Court, 
that the said Petitioner, John Rudge, now parson of the said parish, or such 
of his successors for the time being, who shall be thereunto required, upon 
the reasonable request and at the costs and charges of the said Bartholomew 
Pickering, his executors, administrators, or assigns, shall make and duly 
execute unto him, the said Bartholomew Pickering, his executors, adminis- 
trators, or assigns, or such of them who shall require the same, a good and suffi- 
cient new lease in writing, by indenture, of the aforesaid toft, soil, and ground, 
and all materials thereon, and of the messuage and buildings to be thereupon 
erected and new built, in pursuance of this decree, with all appurtenances to 
the same belonging, for the aforesaid term of years and time newly increased 
and added as aforesaid, or upon surrender of the said recited lease in being, for 
so many years and such time as shall be therein to come and unexpired at the 
time of making such new lease, and also for the said term of years hereby 
increased and added as aforesaid, both united and joined together, according 
to the Act of Parliament in that behalf lately made and provided, at and 
under the said yearly rent of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, 
payable as aforesaid, with such covenants (mutatis mutandis) in the said new 
lease to be contained as in the said recited lease in being are comprised ; and 
that the said Bartholomew Pickering, his executors, administrators, or 
assigns, to whom such new lease shall be made, shall accept thereof, and 
duly seal and deliver a counterpart of the same ; and, lastly, it is ordered 
and decreed by the Court, that the aforesaid Bartholomew Pickering, hi* 
executors, administrators, and assigns, at and under the aforesaid yearly 
rent of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, payable as aforesaid, and 
covenant aforesaid, shall and may lawfully, peaceably, and quietly have, hold, 
and enjoy the toft, soil, and ground aforesaid, and the messuage and build- 
ing to be thereupon erected and new built in pursuance of this decree, 
with all appurtenances to the same now or heretofore belonging, as well for 
and during the rest and residue of the aforesaid term of years in the said 
recited lease now to come and unexpired, as for and during the term of years 
and time hereby increased and added thereunto, as aforesaid, according to 
the tenor and purport of this present decree, and of the lease hereby decreed 
to be made as aforesaid, without the let, trouble, eviction, interruption, or de- 
nial of the aforesaid Petitioner, John Rudge! now parson of the aforesaid parish 
church, or of any of his successors, parsons of the said parish church for the time 
being, or of any other person or persons whatsoever, which shall or may have 
or claim any interest, right, or title in or to the premises aforesaid, or any 
part thereof, in anywise, notwithstanding any other estate, right, title, 
interest in. law or equity, trust, charge, or other incumbrance whatsoever, 
according to the Act of Parliament for securing the estates of builders, lately 
made and provided. 

Chr. Turnor. 

Jo. Archer. 

Ri. Ratnsford. 
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N°. 3. 

Agreement between the Rev, H. B. Wilson, D.D. Rector of St. Mary 
Aldermary, ami Mr. William Monk. 10 Dec. 1838. 

Memorandum of an Agreement made and entered into this Tenth Day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, between 
the Reverend Harry Bristow Wilson, Clerk, Doctor of Divinity, 
Rector of Saint Mary Aldermary, in the City of London, of the one 
part, and William Monk, of East Wickham, in the County of Kent, 
Butcher, of the other part. 

Whereby, in consideration of the said William Monk having agreed with 
James Botley, the present tenant of the said premises hereinafter mentioned* 
that he, the said James Botley, should quit the same at or before Lady-day 
next, and in consideration of the rent hereinafter mentioned and agreed to 
be paid by the said William Monk, the said Harry Bristow Wilson doth hereby 
agree to let, and the said William Monk doth hereby agree to take of the 
said Harry Bristow Wilson, all that Messuage or Tenement, with the appur- 
tenances, being No. 33, Watling Street, in the said parish of St. Mary 
Aldermary, now occupied by the said James Botley, from the twenty-fifth day 
of March next, for one year, subject nevertheless to determination as herein- 
after mentioned, and so on from year to year, from the expiration thereof, 
until this agreement shall be determined by one of the said parties giving to 
the other of them three calendar months' notice, in writing, to quit at the 
following quarter-day, and which notice it is hereby agreed may be given at 
any quarter-day after the twenty-fifth day of December instant, at and under 
the yearly rent of forty pounds* of lawful money of Great Britain, or a 
proportionate part thereof, for any time less than a year, that the said 
William Monk shall occupy the said Premises by equal quarterly payments on 
the twenty-fourth day of June, the twenty-ninth day of September, the 
twenty -fifth day of December, and the twenty-fifth day of March, without 
any deduction for or in respect of land tax, sewers rates, or any other taxes 
or rates, parliamentary, parochial, or otherwise. And the said William Monk 
doth hereby agree with the said Harry Bristow Wilson that he, the said Wil- 
liam Monk, shall and will from time to time, during the term he shall con- 
tinue to hold and occupy the said Messuage and Premises under this 
agreement, well and substantially keep the same, together with all windows, 

* This was not a rent fixed for the occasion, in expectation of being required by 
the Commissioners of Sewers to sell the premises. Botley, the preceding tenant, had 
paid the tame amount, and had been willing, if the Rector would have carried up 
some additional rooms over the shop, to have advanced his rent to sixty pounds per 
annum. It may here be observed that the adjoining ground, on which four houses had 
stood, was never held by the occupier of this shop ; and yet, till some more beneficial 
arrangement can be made, the present investment produces no more^than an annual 
dividend of £61 l!2 .: 6, for the site of the five houses. 
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doors, shutters, locks, and all other fixtures thereto belonging, in the same 
state of repair as the same is now in, and the same and every part thereof 
shall and will leave in as good a state of repair and condition at the time of 
his quitting and giving up the occupation of the said Premises, reasonable 
wear thereof only excepted. And further that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the Rector of the said parish of Saint Mary Aldermary for the time 
being, with workmen or others in his company or without, at all reasonable 
times, to enter into and upon the said Premises, or any part thereof, there to 
view, search, and see the state and condition of the same, and of all defaults, 
decays, and wants of reparation as upon every and any such search and view 
shall be then and there found, to give or leave notice, in writing, on the said 
Premises, or some part thereof, unto and for the said William Monk to repair 
and amend the same within the space of one month then next ensuing, within 
which space of time the said William Monk hereby agrees with the said Harry 
Bristow Wilson well and perfectly to repair and amend the same, according 
to the agreement hereinbefore contained. And the said William Monk doth 
hereby also agree that he will not make any external alteration in the said 
Premises, nor break open or form any communication from within the same 
with any other Premises adjoining thereto, nor exercise or carry on, or permit 
to be exercised or carried on, upon the said Premises, or any part thereof, any 
trade or business on any Sunday. Witness the hands of the said parties, the 
day and year first above written. 

H. B. Wilson, D.D., Rector of St. Mary Aldermary. 

William Monk. 

Witness to the signing by the said Harry 1 
Bristow Wilson and William Monk, in the > 
presence of Jas. Botley, y 

Jno. S. BuaN. 



N°. 3. 



Notice from the Commissioners of Sewers to the said Parties and all 
others, of their Intention to widen Watling Street, and requiring, 
. for that Purpose, a Piece of Land therein described. 

22 Dec. 1838, 

To Harry Bristow Wilson, of Norfolk Street, Strand, in the County of 
Middlesex, Doctor of Divinity ; William Monk *, of Watling Street, in 
the City of London, and to all other Persons interested in the piece 
or parcel of Land or Ground hereinafter described. 

I do hereby, for and on behalf of the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of 
London and Liberties thereof, (they the said Commissioners having the 

• Mr. Monk!a occupation was confined to the house numbered 33, Watling Street, 
See the .preceding document. 
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control of the pavements in the parish of St. Mary Aldermary, in the city of 
London), and by the direction of the said Commissioners, give you and each 
and every of you notice, that for the improvement of the street called 
Watling Street, in the said parish of St. Mary Aldermary, in the said city of 
London, and for the public advantage, they the said Commissioners do intend 
forthwith to alter and widen the said street by laying into the same street, on 
the South side thereof, part of the piece or parcel of land or ground belong- 
ing to you, or some or one of you, or in which you or some or one of you are 
interested, situate on the South side of Watling Street aforesaid, and which 
said piece of land or ground, required to widen the said street, extends in 
length from the West side of the North entrance of the Church of St. Mary 
Aldermary to the East end of the said Church, and in breadth so much as 
will enable the said Commissioners to increase the width of the said street to 
thirty-five feet, and which said piece of land or ground abuts on the East on 
Watling Street aforesaid ; on the West, on premises in the occupation of 
Thomas Selfe ; on the North, on Watling Street aforesaid, and on the South on 
other part of the said piece of land or ground ; and for that purpose to pur- 
chase the freehold and inheritance of the said piece or parcel of land or 
ground, with the appurtenances. And I do hereby, on the part and behalf 
of the said Commissioners, and by their direction, further give you notice, 
that they the said Commissioners have appointed me on their behalf to treat, 
contract, and agree with you and each and every of you for the purchase 
and sale of the said piece or parcel of land or ground, with the appurtenances, 
to them the said Commissioners, for the purpose aforesaid, and do require you 
and each and every of you to treat, contract, and agree with me on 
behalf of the said Commissioners for such purchase and sale, pursuant and 
according to the form of the statute made and passed in the fifty-seventh year 
of the reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled ' An Act 
for better Paving, Improving, and Regulating the Streets of the Metropolis, 
and removing and preventing Nuisances and Obstructions therein.' Dated 
the twenty-second day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight. 

Your obedient servant, 

Timothy Tyrrbll, 
Solicitor to the said Commissioners of Sewers, 
Guildhall, London. 



N°.4. 



Notice of Jury to be empannelled to ascertain the Sum of Money to 
be paid for the Purchase of the said Piece of Land. 

16 March, 1839. 

Pursuant to an Act of Parliament made and possed in the fifty-seventh 
year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled — ' An 
Act for the better Paving, Improving, and Regulating the Streets of the Me- 
tropolis, and removing and preventing Nuisances and Obstructions therein, 
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Notice is hereby given, that a jury to be impannelled, summoned, and returned 
in pursuance of and according to the directions and provisions of the said Act 
will attend before the Justices of the Peace for the city of Loudon, at the 
General Quarter Sessions of the Peace to be holden in and for the said city, at 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on Saturday the thirteenth day of April 
next, at ten of the clock precisely, in the forenoon of the same day, in order 
that they may, upon their oaths, inquire of, assess, and ascertain, and give a 
verdict for the sum or sums of money to be paid for the purchase of or in satis- 
faction or recompense for all the estate and interest of you and of every and 
all other person or persons, whether rector, vicar, or patron of the living or 
advowson of Saint Mary Aldermary, in the said city of London, interested of 
and in all that piece or parcel of land or ground situate on the South side of 
Watling Street, in the said city of London, being part of the glebe of the said 
parish and situate in the said parish of Saint Mary Aldermary, required for the 
purposes of the said Act by the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of Lon- 
don and the Liberties thereof. Dated this sixteenth day of March, one thousand 
efght hundred and thirty-nine. Timothy Tyrrkll, 

Solicitor to the said Commissioners of Sewers, 
Guildhall, London. 
To Harry Bristow Wilson, Doctor of Divinity, and 
all and every other person or persons, whether 
Rector, Vicar, or Patron of the Living or Advow- 
son of St. Mary Aldermary. in the City of Lon- 
don, seized or possessed of or entitled to or inter- 
ested in the premises above described, or any part 
thereof, severally and respectively. 



N°. 5. 



Verdict of the Jury for £1900, in Satisfaction of the Fee Simple of 
the said Piece of Land. 20 April, 1 839. 

London to wit. 

Bk it Remembkrbd that on Tuesday the twelfth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, by virtue 
and in pursuance of an Act of Parliament passed in the fifty- seventh year of 
the reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled 'An Act for 
better Paving, Improving, and Regulating the Streets of the Mctroplis, and 
removing and preventing nuisances and obstructions therein,' a certain precept 
was issued under the hands and seals of the major part of the Commissioners 
of Sewers of the City of Loudon and the Liberties thereof, being present at a 
public meeting of the said Commissioners holden at the Guildhall of and in the 
city of London, on the said twelfth day of March, in the year first aforesaid, 
directed to the Sheriffs of the City of London, whereby the said sheriffe were 
commanded and required to impannel, summon, and return a jury, of at least 
forty-eight substantial and disinterested persons, qualified according to the 
laws of this realm to be returned for trials of issues joined in her Majesty's 
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courts of Record at Westminster, to come and appear before the justices of 
the peace for the said city of London, at the General Quarter Sessions, of 
the Peace to be holden in and for the said city, at Guildhall, in the city of 
London, on Saturday, the thirteenth day of April then next, at ten of the 
clock precisely in the forenoon of the same day, when and where a jury of 
twelve men were to be sworn out of such persons so to be empannelled, sum- 
moned, and returned, pursuant and according to the directions of the said Act, 
upon their oaths, to inquire of, assess, and ascertain, and give a verdict for 
the sum or sums of money to be paid for the purchase of or in satisfaction or 
recompense for all the estate and interest of Harry Bristow Wilson, of Norfolk 
Street, Strand, in the county of Middlesex, Doctor of Divinity, and of every 
and all other person or persons, whether rector, vicar, or patron of the living 
or advowson of Saint Mary Aldermary *, in the city of London, interested of 
and in all that piece or parcel of land or ground situate on the South side of 
Watling Street, in the city of London, being part of the glebe of the said 
parish, and situate in the said parish of Saint Mary Aldermary, required for 
the purposes of the said Act, by the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of 
London and the Liberties thereof. Afterwards, before the said justices of the 
peace for the said city of London, at the General Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace holden by adjournment in and for the said city at Guildhall, in the said 
city of London, on Saturday, the twentieth day of April, in the year first 
aforesaid, come, as well the within-named Commissioners of Sewers of the said 
City of London and the Liberties thereof, as the within-named Harry Bristow 
Wilson, Doctor of Divinity, the Rector of the said parish of Saint Mary Alder- 
mary, and the jurors of the jury whereof mention is within made, being sum- 
moned, also come, who, being sworn, assess and ascertain and give a verdict 
for the sum of one thousand nine hundred pounds as the sura to be paid for 
the purchase of and in satisfaction and recompense for the fee simple and 
inheritance of and in all the estate and interest of the said Harry Bristow 
Wilson, Doctor of Divinity, in all that said piece and parcel of land and 
ground situate on the South side of Watling Street, in the said city of 
London, extending from the West side of the Northern entrance of the parish 
Church of St. Mary Aldermary to the East end of the said Church, and 
which abuts on the East on Watling Street aforesaid, on the West on premises 
n the occupation of Thomas Selfe, North on Watling Street aforesaid, and 
South on the said Church, being part of the glebe of the said parish, and 
situate in the said parish of St. Mary Aldermary, required for the purposes of 
the said Act by the said Commissioners of Sewers of the said City of London 
and the Liberties thereof, and for the sum of fifty pounds for the costs and 
charges of the said Harry Bristow Wilson. Therefore it is considered that the 
said Harry Bristow Wilson do recover against the said Commissioners of 
Sewers of the said City of London and the Liberties thereof the said sums 
of money by the jurors aforesaid in form aforesaid assessed. 

* The Patrons having, throughout, declined to interfere, unless required to give 
their signatures to any document, the business proceeded to its tennination without 
any reference to them, beyond such communications as I thought it my duty, from 
time to time, to make to them through their secretary. By the 87th section of the 
Paving Act, premises vest in the Commissioners, on payment of the purchase money, 
without any conveyances in the ordinary mode. 
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No. 6. 

[ Accountant General's Certificate of the Investment o/*£1900 in 

\ £7054:4: 1, Reduced Annuities, 5 July, 1839. 

5 July, 1839. — Ex Parte the Commissioners of Sewers, 8fc. 

I do hereby certify that pursuant to an order dated the sixth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, Mr. Edward Mortimer, with my 
privity, purchased the sum of two thousand and fifty-four pounds one shilling 
and one penny Reduced Annuities, which hath been transferred to my account 
and accepted by me (in trust) in this matter — The Rev. H. B. Wilson, D.D., as 
appears by the certificate of Mr. W. Jones, the proper officer of the Bank of 
England, dated this day, hereunto annexed. And that the said sums were 
purchased at ninety-two pounds and three eighths per cent, at which price, 
including two pounds and eleven shillings and four pence paid for the bro- 
• kerage, the said sums cost the sum of one thousand nine hundred pounds, 
Which hath been paid the said Mr. Edward Mortimer by the Bank of England, 
placed to the credit of this matter and account, according to the directions of 
the said order. W. RUSSELL, A. G. 

Bank of England, 
5 July, 1839. 
This is to certify that the sum of two thousand and fifty-four pounds one 
shilling and one penny capital or joint stock of Reduced Annuities was this 
day transferred to the account of William Russell, Esq., in trust, to attend 
the orders of the said Court, in ex parte the Commissioners of Sewers and 
the Rev. H. B. Wilson, D.D. W. JONES. 

£2054 : 1 : 1. 



FINIS. 



DAVIDSON, PRINTER, SERLE'S PLACE, CAREY STREET, LONDON* 
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